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CHAP,  under the hostile relations then existing between
v^^L/ Denmark and Sweden, therefore found it unadvis-
15C?.    able to give him such a passport, but " perpetually
and unceasingly " counselled him to proceed to Den-
mark on board the royal war-ship.

If Eric Rosenkrands entertained any doubt as to
how far he ought to comply with the Earl's wish,
this certainly was removed by the discovery of the
papers which the latter had brought with him, and
in which, before any accusation by his enemies could
reach him, he carried along with him to Denmark
the most unfavourable proofs against himself. Dur-
ing the judicial examination made on board the
war-ship " Bjornen," the Earl was asked whether
there were in his ships gold, silver, jewels, clothes, or
letters, as in that case he required only to make that
fact known in order immediately to receive what-
ever of these he wished. Bothwell replied, " that
he had really nothing which he either valued or
desired." But towards the close of his stay in
Bergen, when he probably foresaw that he would
very soon be separated from his ships, he sent, as is
stated in the official record of his residence in Bergen,
" three of his servants to the castle to say that their
master had deposited in the ballast of one of the
c Pinker/ a letter-case with some letters, and was
therefore desirous of obtaining it, although he had
before denied that there was such on board.
George Daa and Christen Aalborg immediately
went, and with the three servants of the Scottish
Lord, took up the aforesaid letter-case, and carried
it to the castle. The next day the good man, Eric
Rosenkrands, summoned to the castle certain
freemen, certain counsellors, and certain of the